
The Silent Crisis:  

Latino Males in Education  

Victor B. Sáenz, PhD 
Assistant Professor, University of Texas at Austin 

 

 

 

Keynote Presentation 

Tech Prepõs Annual Meeting of Superintendents 

September 1st, 2011 

For every 100 girls enrolled in 

kindergarten there are 116 boys 

enrolled , 

 

For every 100 girls enrolled in 

high school there are 100 boys 

enrolled,  

 

For every 100 women enrolled in 

college there are 77 men 

enrolled. 

 
-2006 Census data 
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Understanding the CRISIS  

facing Latino Males in Education 

ÅMany are unaware of the depth of the gender gap;  
Itõs a SILENT CRISIS 

Stealth 
Issue 

ÅSome are unwilling to discuss; some find it 
counter -productive  

ÅGender Equity Debate Persists! 

Skeptics & 
Naysayers 

ÅHigh School Graduation 

ÅCollege Enrollment 

ÅDegree Attainment  

 What is 
the 

Gender 
Gap? 
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But first, a Primer on the  

U.S. Latina/o Population  

What you need to knowé 

Who is the Latina/o Population?  

How is it growing so fast, and where?  

How is immigration fueling this growth, 
and what about immigrant students?  
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Statistical Portrait of Hispanics in the  

United States, 2009 
50.5 million in 

2010 U.S. Census 



Portrait (2009): Nativity, by Hispanic Origin  



What Makes an Issue a  

òLatino Policyó Issue? 
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Hispanic Births & Net Immigration in the Future  



Hispanic Births & Net Immigration in the Future  



What about 

TEXAS? 



Texas is leading the pack  

(2010 Census) 



Source:  

Texas State Data Center 



Source: Texas State Data Center 2008 Population Projections , 2000-2007 Migration Scenario  

Projected Texas Population 

2000-2040 



Because of this 

demographic reality ,  

we need to focus on 

males, especially 

Latino males? 



What are the conversations? 



Latino Boys ð Elementary School Years 

Elementary School context  

ÅOvercrowded & overrun by years 
of neglect  

ÅNeed for major expansion of 
new elementary schools due to 
influx of population  

Instructors and Leadership 

ÅTeachers/Principals have a high 
turnover rate  

ÅAbout 85% of all elementary 
school teachers across the 
country are Women (NCEI, 2011) 
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Change the Schooling context 

ÅSupport expansion of new 
elementary schools built around 
open-use concepts that 
emphasize learning through 
technology 

Diversify the Teacher Corps 

ÅEncourage and support more 
Latino teachers in the early 
grade levels 

ÅAddress the social òstigmaó of 
male teachers in the early grade 
levels 



Changing Profile of U.S. Teachers 
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Latino Boys ð Elementary school years 

More likely compared to their peers to enter 
their early grade levels with limited reading and 
writing skillsé  

 

ÅGirls more likely than boys to have attended pre -
school 

ÅThey come a little more prepared for the early grades  

ÅGirls seem to have a much easier time getting along 
with teachers, getting noticed and lauded for good 
work 
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Latino Boys ð By Third Grade 

Achievement 

ÅBy the time 
that Latino boys 
get to third 
grade, they are 
an average of a 
year to a year 
and a half 
behind girls in 
reading and 
writing skills 
(about equal in 
Math) 

ÅSource: NAEP 
data 

Classrooms 

ÅStruggling to 
learn how to 
read 

ÅStruggling to 
learn how to 
express 
themselves and 
their needs 

ÅStruggling to 
learn how to be 
young men 

ÅMismatched 
learning style  

òBoy Codeó 

(William Pollack)  

ÅDonõt ask for 
help, be 
independent  

ÅBe strong, not 
weak 

ÅDonõt show 
emotion  

ÅAshamed 

ÅMachismo 
reinforces the 
code 

Addressing the 
òboy codeó 

ÅRaise awareness 
among all about 
how we 
socialize our 
young boys 

ÅAllow boys a 
òsafeó and 
nurturing space 
and plentiful 
opportunities to 
ask for help 

ÅInvolve fathers 
early and often 
(e.g., FACE 
program in 
South Texas) 
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Latino Boys ð  òActing Outó 

òActing outó in the classroom,  

ÅPattern of behavior that their teacher could interpret as a serious 
problem 

Boys are twice  more likely than girls to be labeled òlearning disabledó  

ÅSeven times more likely to be diagnosed with ADD or ADHD 

ÅBoys constitute up to 67 percent of the special education population in 
this country  

ÅIn some school systems they are up to ten times more likely to be 
diagnosed with serious emotional and behavioral disorders.  
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Breaking Schoolsõ Rule: 

TX report (July 2011)  

·July 2011 report by Justice Center, Council of State 

Governments & PPRI, Texas A&M 

·At least one discretionary violation between 7 th & 12th 

grade (between 2000-2008) 

·83% of African-American male students; 70% of females 

·74 % of Hispanic male students; 58% of females 

·59% of white male students; 37% of females 

·Suspended or expelled students are significantly more 

likely ( almost three times ) to be involved in the 

juvenile justice system the next year  

ñ He who opens a school door, closes a 

prison.ò ï Victor Hugo 



Latino Boys ð   

òOverrepresentationó 

The problem of 
òoverrepresentationó 
is worst for African 

American and Latino 
boys in Special 

Education tracks 

Special Education 
Tracking for 

òbehavioró problems 
and At-Risk Labeling 

The phenomenon of 
stigmatization  

Boys can retreat 
even further away 

from their schooling 
experience 
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Latino Boys ð  Middle School years 

By middle school years 

ÅThey have been labeled òat-riskó,  

ÅThey have not gotten along well with their teachers who 
they increasingly see as the enemy,  

ÅThey may feel more and more stigmatized for being singled 
out as learning disabled or ònot smartó 

Boys in grades four through eight are twice  as 
likely as girls to be held back, and the rate is 
even higher for boys of color (NCES, 2006) 

They may have a difficult time rediscovering the 
motivation to become successful learners  
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Latino Males &  

High School Completion (NCES, 2010) 
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Latino Males and College Enrollment 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey Reports, School EnrollmentðSocial and Economic 

Characteristics of Students, 1985ï2005. 
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Gender Gap Continues in  

College Completion 
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Source: Knapp, L.G., Kelly-Reid, J.E., and Ginder, S.A. (2010). Postsecondary Institutions and Price of Attendance in the 

United States: Fall 2009, Degrees and Other Awards Conferred: 2008ï09, and 12-Month Enrollment: 2008ï09 (NCES 2010-

161). U.S. Department of Education. Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics. Retrieved September 1st, 

2010,  from http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch. 
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Hispanic Degree Attainment (AA & BA)  
(NCES,2010) 
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In the next ten 

years? 

61.6% 

and 

growing 



Latino Males ð Other Forces 
 

Role of Machismo: Be strong, tough, independent, donõt ask for help 

Role of Familismo : Strong feelings of loyalty, responsibility to family; expectations to 
work, contribute  

OPPORTUNITY COST: Expectations for the young Latino male to work to contribute to the 
familyõs well-being remains a salient experience (and pressure); seek alternative pathways  
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If  not Higher Education then where? 
LATINO MALES & ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS  
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Prison 

High 
School 
Dropout 

Military  

Low 
wage 
jobs 

Death/  

Suicide 



If Latina/o Gender Gap Persists or Growsé 

ÅPermanent underclass 

ÅCan affect future livelihood of Latino/a communities (and all 
communities)  

Economic Impact 

ÅLatino male roles as spouses, fathers, and role models for young 
men could be challenged 

ÅTrend could undermine their ability to fulfill the critical economic 
and social roles that are keys to secure and prosperous families and 
communities 

Social/Cultural Impact  

ÅAdditional national datasets  

ÅTransition to college; community colleges; inter -disciplinary  

NEED MORE RESEARCH 



The GOOD NEWS:  

A Growing Chorus 

ÅExamine the critical junctures across the 
educational pipeline for Latino males  

ÅEspecially transitions from K -12 to Higher Education 

A Major Crisis is 
developing 

ÅCollege Board Advocacy & Policy Center 

ÅInstitute for Higher Education Policy (IHEP)  

ÅExcelencia in Education 

ÅGates, Kellogg, Helios, Spencer, Lumina, Kresge 

National 
Organizations are 

taking notice  

ÅState of  Texas: Closing the Gaps 2010 Action 
Plan 

ÅDepartment of Education increased focus on 
Men of Color in higher education (NSF) 

State/Federal 
policymakers see 

the challenges 

ÅResearch into Action: Project MALES 
Where do we go 

from here? 

36 



What isé 
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Project MALES: Goals/Objectives 
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To increase year -to -year retention as well as graduation rates of Latino 
male students at institutions of higher education  

To develop and sustain a research -informed, culturally -relevant 
mentoring program that advances the success of Latino males 

across the educational pipeline  

To host an annual community forum to raise awareness about the 
challenges facing Latino males along the educational pipeline  

To raise level of awareness  and engagement on the growing gender gap 
in educational attainment  



Project MALES on the moveé 



Awareness to Action! 
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Dr. Victor Saenz speaking at a Capitol Hill Briefing  

with the College Board, June 2011 
House Education & Workforce Committee Room 



Awareness to Action! 
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Dr. Luis Ponjuan speaking at a Briefing for 

the  

National Education Association  

(June 2011) 
Washington, DC 



Univ. of  Florida Latino Male Symposium (June 2011) 
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Univ. of Florida Latino Male Symposium (June 2011) 

Latino Male Student Panel 
Gainesville, FL 
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Our Ongoing Research Agenda  
 

ÅCollaborative research project in Texas and Florida  

ÅA mixed-method research study examining experiences related to educational pathways 
and motivation towards postsecondary education among Latino males in Texas and 
Florida (TG grant).  

TG Grant: òBoys in Periló 

ÅA quantitative research study utilizing CCSSE data, examining student -level and 
institution -level factors that affect academic success (GPA) at community colleges  

ÅForthcoming article in Community College Review  

CCSSE Study 

ÅFocus on òBlueprintó for action 

IHEP Policy Brief on Latino Males (Summer 2011) 

ÅEditors: V. Saenz, Luis Ponjuan & Julie Figueroa 

Å11 chapter contributors from throughout the country  

ÅTheory, research, and practice  

Edited Book on Latino Males in HE (Stylus)  - Publish date in 2012  



Project MALES Research Study @ 

South Texas College 

Key Findings  

ÅInfluence of 
Masculinity and 
peers 

ÅComplex Role of 
Family in Latino 
Male Success  

ÅStakeholder 
Awareness is 
inconsistent  

Implications for 
Institutional 
Programming 

ÅHigh Stakes 
Engagement 
practices 

ÅFirst Year 
Programs with 
òMen in Mindó 

ÅRole Models 
Matter  

ÅStep-by-Step: 
Academic Advising 
and Career 
Planning 

Implications for 
Outreach 

ÅMessaging to 
Latino Males and 
their Families  

ÅFamily Influence: 
Fathers, Mothers, 
Siblings, Others 

ÅSTC as the Locus 
of Courage, 
Advocacy, and 
Leadership 



Awareness into Action 

Understand 

ɆSilent crisis in 
Latino male 
educational 
pathways 

Believe 

ɆWe can 
improve 
Latino male 
educational 
success 

Act 

ɆCommit to 
Latino male 
educational 
excellence 
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Thank You!  

 For more info:  
Victor Saenz, PhD  

vsaenz@mail.utexas.edu  
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Victor B. Sáenz, PhD,  

Assistant Professor, UT-Austin 
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Assistant Professor, University of Florida  

Michael E. Nava, PhD 

UT-Austin 
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